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Haverford’s Ridings picked by Cubs

in MLB Draft

By Terry Toohey, Delaware County Daily Times
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If you want to get noticed by big league scouts, an old-school work ethic can work miracles. It did for

Haverford College pitcher Stephen Ridings.

The 6-8, 220-pound right-hander went from “nobody,” as he put it, coming out of St. Anthony’s High

School three years ago to the eighth-round pick of the Chicago Cubs Friday.

And Ridings did not credit some new-fangled craze for hi

“I worked my butt off,” Ridings said by phone.

Having a fastball in the mid-9os helps, but it was the sim'

helped turn Ridings into one of the top pitchers in the Ce:

from the time he reported to school for the start of his jur
winter break. And that weight gain made a world of differ

“If you grow a little bit and fix your mechanics, the result:

Ridings posted a 6-3 record with a 2.62 ERA in 11 starts. |
innings to earn second-team all-conference honors and le

berth in the NCAA Division III tournament. He was secor

wins. His 11.98 strikeouts per nine innings were the secor

Those numbers impressed the team with the best record i

fourth player in program history to get drafted.

“It’s a great team and a great organization,” the Long Isla

World Series. I'm really happy.”

‘What will happen next, though, Ridings isn’s so sure. His

in chemistry with a concentration in biochemistry. Riding

internship in biochemistry this summer at Haverford, bu
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